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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8-18, 21, 24, & 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Coley (20020161718). 
As to claim 1, Coley shows: 

A system for supporting the enforcement of a license for a computer program, 

(Abstract) the system comprising: 
a licensing component (Figure 1,110) that maintains a license store in which the 
license is stored (Figure 1, 1 12), the license comprising a right in the software and 
a set of data associated with said right, the licensing component exposing a 
callable interface to the computer program, said callable interface comprising: 
a right-consumption method which receives an identifier of said right firom the 
computer program and determines whether the right can be exercised; (Figure 2, 
A-B) and 
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an information-retrieval method which receives an identifier of said right from the 

computer program and provides said set of data, or information based on said set 

of data, to the computer program. (Figure 2(cont.), B-A) 
As to claim 2, Coley further shows: 

said licensing component is usable by a plurality of computer programs, the computer 

program being included among said plurahty of computer programs, (Paragraph 

0021) 

wherein said callable interface further comprises: a handle-opening method that 
provides a handle to the computer program; wherein the rights-consumption 
method receives the handle from the computer program and uses the handle to 
identify the computer program from which a call to the rights-consumption 
method is received. (Paragraph 0088) 
As to claim 4, Coley further shows: 

said callable interface further comprises: an asynchronous-context-initiator method 
that establishes a context for asynchronous processing and provides an identifier 
of said context to the computer program; wherein said rights-consumption method 
receives the identifier of said context from said computer program and processes a 
right-consumption request asynchronously in response to receipt of the identifier 
of said context. (Paragraph 0049 & Figure 2 (cont.), 236) 
As to claim 5, Coley further shows: 

the rights-consumption method determines whether the right can be exercised based 
on whether the right is identified in the license. (Paragraph 0047) 
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As to claim 8, Coley shows: 

A method of restricting the use of a computer program (Figure 2 (cont.), 226) 
associated with a hcense (Figure 2, 202), the Hcense specifying a right in the 
computer program, the method comprising: 
invoking a licensing service by making a first call to a first method of an interface of 
said licensing service, said first call being parameterized by an identifier 
associated with said right; (Figure 2, 210) 
in response to said first call receiving an indication as to whether the right is 

exercisable; (Figure 2, 214) and engaging in either a first behavior (Figure 2, 218) 
or a second behavior according to the indication. (Figure 2, 216) 
As to claim 9, Coley fiirther shows: 

said first behavior comprises allowing the computer program to execute (Figure 2 
(cont.), 230), and 

wherein said second behavior comprises discontinuing execution of the computer 
program. (Figure 2 (cont.), 226) 
As to claim 10, Coley fiirther shows: 

said first behavior comprises allowing the computer program to perform a first set of 
fimctions, and wherein said second behavior comprises allowing the computer 
program to perform a second set of fiinctions that is non-identical to said first set 
of functions. (Paragraph 0023) 
As to claim 1 1, Coley fixrther shows: 

the right is associated with a set of data, (Paragraph 0071) 
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wherein the method further comprises: making a second call to a second method of 
said interface, said second method being parameterized by an indication of the 
right; (Figure 2 (cont.), 224) and in response to said second call, receiving said set 
of data. (Figure 2 (cont.), 228) 
As to claim 12, Coley further shows: 

directing the operation of the computer program based on said set of data. (Paragraph 
0048) 

As to claim 13, Coley further shows: 

making a second call to a second method of said interface; and in response to said 

second call, receiving a handle; (Paragraph 0088) 
wherein said second call is made prior to said first call, (Paragraph 0046) and 
wherein said first call is further parameterized by said handle. (Paragraph 0088) 
As to claim 14: Coley further shows: 

making a second call to a second method of said interface; and in response to said 
second call, receiving an asynchronous context; wherein said second call is made 
prior to said first call, wherein said first call is further parameterized by said 
asynchronous context, and wherein the computer program performs at least one 
action while the first call is handled asynchronously. (Paragraphs 0049-0050) 
The referenced invention allows for a second call through an interrupt, which allows the 
second call to be processed first, and thus asynchronously. After the second call is executed the 
parameters of the first call are changed, namely the timer that governs the execution of the first 
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call. If the license check is successful, the appUcation is left in the enabled state until the timer 
causes the first call to execute, thus actions are allowed between the second and first calls. 
As to claim 15, Coley fiirther shows: 

said first method determines whether the right is exercisable based on one or more 
factors comprising: whether the license is bound to a machine or environment on 
which the computer program is executing; whether the license or right is bound to 
a product identifier associated with the computer program; whether the license or 
right has expired; (Figure 2 (cont.), 234) and whether the right has been consumed 
a number of times in excess of a right specified in the license. 
As the claim says one or more factors, the determination on only one factor is all that 
needs to be shown to reject the claim. 
As to claim 16, Coley shows: 

A computer-readable medium having encoded thereon computer-executable 
instructions to perform a method of enabling the enforcement of a license to a 
computer program, (Abstract, "Licensing system module") the method 
comprising: 

receiving a first method call fi'om the computer program, the first method call 
identifying a right in the computer program; (Figure 2, 210) 

determining that the right is contained in the license and is exercisable; (Figure 2, 
214) and 

returning to the computer program an indication that the right is exercisable. (Figure 
2, 220) 
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As to claim 17, Coley further shows: 

the indication comprises a binding of the right to the license. (Figure 2, 216 & 218) 
The rights are bound to the license based on the ID written to the hcense. In the simplest 
form, if a valid ID is written, the license will enable the program to execute. Conversely, if a 
null ID is written, the program is disabled. 
As to claim 18, Coley further shows: 

said determining act is based on whether the right is specified in the license. (Figure 
2 (cont.), 226 & 228) 

If the ID is valid, which is what the right is based on, the program is enabled. If not, the 
program is disabled. 

As to claim 21, Coley further shows: 

said determining act is based on whether the license or right is non-expired. (Figure 2 
(cont.), 234) 
As to claim 24, Coley further shows: 

the method further comprises: receiving a second method call from the computer 
program; in response to the second method call, retuming an asynchronous 
context to the computer program, wherein the first method call is executed 
subsequent to the second method call and identifies said asynchronous context; 
and executing the first method call asynchronously while the computer program 
performs an action. (Paragraphs 0049-0050) 
As to claim 25, Coley further shows: 
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the right is associated with a set of data, (Paragraph 0041) and wherein the method 
further comprises: 

receiving a second method call which indicates the right; (Figure 2 (cont.), 224) and 
in response to said second method call, providing the set of data to the computer 
program. (Figure 2 (cont.) 228) 
Claims 1, 3, 6, 7, 16, 19, 20, & 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hunter (5,375,206). 
As to claim 1, Hunter shows: 

A system for supporting the enforcement of a license for a computer program, 

(Abstract) the system comprising: 
a licensing component (Figure 2) that maintains a Ucense store in which the license is 
stored (Figure 1, 1 12 & Column 3, lines 35-38), the license comprising a right in 
the software and a set of data associated with said right, the licensing component 
exposing a callable interface to the computer program, said callable interface 
comprising: 

a right-consumption method which receives an identifier of said right from the 
computer program and determines whether the right can be exercised; (Figure 4, 
404 &406) and 

an information-retrieval method which receives an identifier of said right firom the 
computer program and provides said set of data, or information based on said set 
of data, to the computer program. (Figure 5) 
As to claim 3, Hunter further shows: 
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the license is one of a plurality of licenses that are stored in said license store, (Figure 2, 
208) and wherein the rights-consumption method causes the licensing component to select the 
license based on one or more factors comprising: 

whether the license store is associated with the computer program; (Figure 8; 
NETLIS_PRODUCT_NAME, FLEXLM_PRODUCT_NAME & 
SUNNET_PRODUCT_NAME) 

and a conflict rule that determines which license to select from among a plurality of 
licenses that are associated with the computer program. 
As stated in the claim, this is in the alternative, and the alternate option has been shown. 
As to claim 6, Hunter further shows: 

the computer program and the licensing component execute on a machine, (Figure 1, 
100) and wherein the rights-consumption method determines whether the right 
can be exercised based on whether the license is bound to said machine. 
Figure 6, step 624 binds the license to the machine 100 while Figure 7 shows the process 
of checking to see that the Hcense is still bound to that machine in order to continue operation of 
the software. 

As to claim 7, Hunter further shows: 

the computer program is associated with a product identifier, and (Figure 2, 208) 
This is accomplished through the use of vendor specific library routines, which identify 
the product to be licensed to the vendor. 

wherein the rights-consumption method determines whether the right can be 
exercised based on whether the license is bound to said machine or 
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Figure 6, step 624 binds the license to the machine 100 while Figure 7 shows the process 
of checking to see that the license is still boimd to that machine in order to continue operation of 
the software. 

to a class of machines of which said machine is a member. 
As stated in the claim, this is in the alternative, and the alternate option has been shown. 
As to claim 16, Hunter shows: 

A computer-readable medium having encoded thereon computer-executable 

instructions to perform a method of enabling the enforcement of a license to a 

computer program, (Abstract) the method comprising: 
receiving a first method call from the computer program, the first method call 

identifying a right in the computer program; (Figure 5, 518) 
determining that the right is contained in the license and is exercisable; (Figure 5, 

520) and 

returning to the computer program an indication that the right is exercisable. (Figure 
5, 522) 

As to claim 19, Hunter further shows: 

said determining act is based on whether the license is bound to a machine on which 
the computer program is executing. 
Figure 6, step 624 binds the license to the machine 100 while Figure 7 shows the process 
of checking to see that the license is still bound to that machine in order to continue operation of 
the software. 

As to claim 20, Hunter further shows: 
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said determining act is based on whether the license or right is bound to the computer 
program. (Figure 8; NETLIS_PRODUCT_NAME, 
FLEXLM_PRODUCT_NAME & SUNNET_PRODUCT_NAME) 
As to claim 23, Hunter further shows: 

the method further comprises: receiving a second method call from the computer 

program; (Figure 3, 306-310) and 
in response to the second method call, returning a handle to the computer program 

that identifies the computer program; (Figure 3,314) 
wherein said first method call is performed subsequent to said second method call, 
and wherein said first method call further identifies said handle. 
The handle is used in the first call, as previously cited, therefore the first call must be 
subsequent to the second call. 

Claims 16 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cooper 
(5,563,946). 

As to claim 16, Cooper shows: 

A computer-readable mediimi having encoded thereon computer-executable 
instructions to perform a method of enabling the enforcement of a license to a 
computer program, (Abstract) the method comprising: 
receiving a first method call from the computer program, the first method call 

identifying a right in the computer program; (Figure 7, 239) 
determining that the right is contained in the license and is exercisable; (Figure 7, 
241) and 
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returning to the computer program an indication that the right is exercisable. (Figure 
7, 243) 

As to claim 22, Cooper further shows: 

said determining act is based on whether the license has been consumed a number of 
times that exceeds a limit. (Column 8, lines 47-49) 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 6, 7, 19, 20, & 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Coley in view of Hunter. 

As to claim 3, Coley shows all of the elements of claim 1, but does not show: 

the license is one of a plurality of Hcenses that are stored in said license store, and 
wherein the rights-consumption method causes the Ucensing component to select 
the license based on one or more factors comprising: whether the license store is 
associated with the computer program; and a conflict rule that determines which 
license to select from among a plurality of licenses that are associated with the 
computer program. 

Hunter shows a plurality of licenses in a store (Figure 2, 208) being associated with 
different computer programs (Figure 8; NETLIS_PRODUCT_NAME, 

FLEXLM_PRODUCT_NAME & SUNNET_PRODUCT_NAME). It would have been obvious 
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to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified the invention of 
Coley to use the multiple license storage of Hunter. This would allow for a common licensing 
interface for a variety of programs (Abstract). 

As to claim 6, Coley show everything except: 

the computer program and the licensing component execute on a machine, and 
wherein the rights-consumption method determines whether the right can be 
exercised based on whether the license is bound to said machine. 
Hunter shows that the licensing component can bind the rights to the machine that both 
the software and licensing component are executed on. (Figure 1, 100; Figure 6, 624 & Figure 7). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
modified the invention of Coley with the local license handling of Hunter. This configuration 
allows a single system process to manage multiple licenses (Abstract). 

As to claim 7, Hunter fiirther shows that the routines called by the system process cited in 
the 35 U.S.C. 103(a) rejection of claim 6 act as a product identifier (Figure 2, 208). Therefore, 
the same 35 U.S.C. 103(a) basis is used. 

As to claim 19, Coley shows all of the elements of claim 16, but does not show: 

said determining act is based on whether the license is bound to a machine on which 
the computer program is executing. 
Hunter shows that the licensing component can bind the rights to the machine that both 
the software and licensing component are executed on. (Figure 1, 100; Figure 6, 624 & Figure 7). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
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modified the invention of Coley with the local license handling of Hunter. This configuration 
allows a single system process to manage multiple licenses (Abstract). 
As to claim 20, Coley shows everything except: 

said determining act is based on whether the Ucense or right is bound to the computer 
program. 

Hunter shows a plurality of licenses in a store (Figure 2, 208) being associated with 
different computer programs (Figure 8; NETLIS_PRODUCT_NAME, 

FLEXLM_PRODUCT_NAME & SUNNET__PRODUCT__NAME) . It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified the invention of 
Coley to use the multiple license storage of Hunter. This would allow for a common licensing 
interface for a variety of programs (Abstract). 

As to claim 23, Coley shows everything except: 

the method fiirther comprises: receiving a second method call fi-om the computer 
program; and in response to the second method call, retuming a handle to the 
computer program that identifies the computer program; wherein said first method 
call is performed subsequent to said second method call, and wherein said first 
method call further identifies said handle. 
Hunter shows the process of obtaining, prior to the call referred to as the "first call" in the 
instant appHcation, a handle that identifies the program and is used in the "first call" (Figure 3, 
306-314). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified the invention of Coley to incorporate the handle usage of Hunter 
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because it allows for better control of the application due to the license actually being associated 
with the location in memory instead of simply the program name. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Coley in view of 
Cooper. 

Coley shows all of the elements of claim 16, but does not show: 

said determining act is based on whether the license has been consumed a number of 
times that exceeds a limit. 
Cooper shows a licensing configuration that restricts with certain licenses to a limited 
number of executions of the software (Column 8, lines 47-49). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified the invention of 
Coley to include the ability to control software executions, as taught by Cooper, in order to allow 
for fiiU-featured demos that can only be executed so many times before the demo period expires. 
(Column 8, lines 47-49) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua Murdough whose telephone number is (571) 270-3270. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Khoi Tran can be reached on (571) 272-6919. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Joshua Murdough 




